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MEMBERS UPDATE

7 September 2018

Dear all 

Cancer Plan Update 

Hope you are all well... 

I'm writing to give you an overview on the development of the NHSE Cancer Plan, what 
we're doing to contribute to that, some key dates and what we hope to share with you 
and when. 

I know many of you have already been hugely 
involved in this, including the stunning high 
attendance of 29 rare and less common charity 
reps at the roundtable held by NHSE on 23 July 
when temperatures were very high and a lot 
hotter than London temperatures now...and 
through meeting David Fitzgerald and Sarah 
Benger of NHSE at our all member meeting on 11 
July (pictured left). 

The next deadline is 17 September when responses to the NHSE call for evidence need 
to be in.  Please see the letter and supporting info from Cally Palmer for more details. 

We're aiming to send you, at least, our topline submissions at the beginning of next week 
in case you want to use them to help inform yours. 

Informing our contribution is the work we've been doing with our members, patients and 
key stakeholders, asking what they think are the key issues for rare and less common 
cancers which need addressing in any future strategy or plan.  We've had a stunning 
response level to our two surveys with responses from 33 charities and patient groups 
and 671 rare and less common cancer patients, and we've interviewed 14 prominent 



stakeholders, generated views from four cancer alliances and held two workshops with 
Cancer52 members.  

We speak with real authority in our contributions to the plan so it is great to note that 
Cancer52 views are being sought at many meetings, round tables and forums over the 
coming weeks. On which note, NHS England is also holding a patient and carer event on 
Friday 28 September, from 11am in London (venue tbc), to discuss the plan and themes 
emerging from the call for evidence. A number of places are being held for us and NHS 
England is particularly keen to hear from people who have not yet been able to attend a 
meeting or event as part of the plan development. It will be first come, first served so 
please let us know if you are interested in attending and we will put your name forward. 

We will be doing our very best to ensure that the voice of people with rare and less 
common cancers is heard at this critical point in planning for the future of cancer care 
and my thanks again for all your input and support. 

Finally - date for diary - morning of 17 October for our all stakeholder briefing  - Cally 
Palmer is keynote speaker. 

Best wishes 

Jane Lyons 
CEO  
Cancer52 
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